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Weekly Fishing Reports:
What's Hot, What's Not
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The sulhior with & pair of Sandy
Hook Real Wackiizh 1aken in
Octaber.
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he remperature was 45 degrees
and here ] was in my 17 foor
ProLine with my hands getting
numb from the northwest breeze bug
it -renlly dido’r. bother me o5 mouch
because my fishing partner, Frank
Vetter and I were reeling in blackfish

All Ihg needed gear - ling,- hooks,
sgissors for Ball, & good supply of
sinkars.

%& OVEN HOUSE OCTOBER mh- 11th
Your Opportunity to Test Drive a Boston Whaler - This Weekend Only!

Pelican Harbor Marine AERCURY
has moved to OUR NEW LARGER FACILITY The Wirter Colis
Ocean Beach Marina South, and of Bayway (Off Bt 5) Lanaks Harbor, NJ

{EDQ} 242‘2.2““ palicanharbor & amas ko, nal

an every drop to the bottem. They
were on the Rite and we were takin
full advantage of it. We weren't
anchored on some secret wreck thar
nobody else fishes but were located
right on the edge of a fleer of abour 40
hears.

Continued On Next Page

Reef .Equ.fng Sh-:m Access » cansen-aﬂnn
Send a $20.00 Minimum Donation and Recelve a Fisherman
Bumper Sticker and a Fisherman Fund Fun Pack Worth $25.

Send Your Donation To:

The Fisherman Sportfishing Fund
1622 Beaver Dam Rd., Point Pleasant, NJ 08742
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Area's Newes! Dealer!

2040 Center Consale
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w/ 250 Yamaha Outhoard,
'99 Leftover. Only 1 Left!
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. |

;@YAMAHA

Wifvae Pubi el e Brsd

| #14 Old Sea Isle Blvd. Sea Isle City, N.J. 08243 |
ity (609) 263-2201 wwwminmarcom <y

(" STYLISH DURABLE
COTTON HATS SUPPLEX HATS
This hat comes in & Handeome, long waaring
st il Wil bt PR
in g Wi o i

navy. High quaity am- [ man Ingo. Top guality
broidered Fishamman o5 i " | construction and fabric.
logo on front pangl e it l'r?dlljnnal mlu;ﬂﬁi retir-
and leathar-inmmed ! rond an
clogurs ,;H:rhﬂd.g E&Wﬁgﬁu U‘I'Ihl' crown. Adjustable Valerd band
o ol $14.95" oo size e sl Toal,

(732} 205-8600 e T
sAFa (T32) 205-4182  ruonay orvler dox

54 DA MASTERCASD. 1622 Beaver Dam Roed, Point Pleasant, NJ 08742/
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The “hot spot” was the man-made
:El:ii‘it'lil reef named the Sandy Hook
el

ABOUT THE REEF

The Sandy Hook Reef consists of a
wvery large area of bridge rubble with a
few wrecks scartered throughout
mainly south of all the rubble. 1 did
not fish the reef that much untl my
friend Capt. Pete Wagner told me
about all this grear fishing going on at
the reef duﬁnﬁ: fall. !E;: Ek T
years ggo and ['ve been fishing there
EVEE SiN0e.

I think the reason why there has
been 3 sudden interest in fishing the
reef is the fact that the roller netters
tend to stay away from that particular
ares becanse thfv'rhv: ja.%grdp?:znnm,
which gets hunE up on the nes; A lot
of the wsual blackish haunts like
Shrewsbury Rocks and Long Branch
get rolled over quire a bit, You mi
have a good catch one day and find
the spot completely barren the nest.

anyone & not familinr with the
Iocation of the reef, the loran coordi-
nates are 2694343649, which will put
yoiul in the center of 2 lot of the strue-
ture, You can look in any direction and
find rubble, Some piles will come up
on your fish finder as high as 10 feer
of more,

One very important thing abour
the Sandy Hook Reef is that it is an
anichor deposit. Bring along an extra
anchor or try one of those wreck
anchord minde out of rebar zo that ic
will straighten sut when you pull it up
with your beat. T always up my
ancher by swinging the boat arcund
so that the anchor pulls out the oppo-
site way that it dug in.

IWHER T0 60

The blackfish start biting at che
recf right ot the start of the season,
which this year i Qctober 10, and
continiue biting thru December. TF the
water fempersture remains in the
middle 40s, you could see the zction
continee well into January, On a nice
day, the reef can get quite crowded so
try to get out if you want to
anchor on a particular spot. There are
days when you can literally jump from
boat to boat.

1 tend to fish awsy from the fleet
because ve noticed chat there 15 a lot
of rbble spread our over a broad ares,
I end up fishing west of where every-
one else is. Another good thing to
remember i5 b0 stay put where you are,
Blackfish usually do not bite all day so
one minute you might not be catching



anythings at all and then all of 8 md-
den youre inte a heavy bite. Move
around too much and you could miss
aut on some of the big blackfish that
the reef has to offer,

When 1 say big 1 mean fish up to
10 pounds are caughr there 'on a regu-
lar basis.

EHI.TE AN RIS

n crah ia the bait of choice
wh-enﬁ ing for blackfish at the reef.
Fiddler crabs would also worlk but the
bergalls make short order of them. |
like to cut my crabs in half and 1 like
to oy crabs with their legs on and
some with their legs off. It's strange,
but some days it seems that they show
& preference for one or the other.

My rig consists of 30-pound leader
and a 290 Owmner hook. T snell my
hook onto an 18-inch pioce of leader
and put that through a small dropper
loop that I tied onto my main line, |
stay away from using two hooks
because | find chat one hook doesn’t
get hung up as much and I can frecup

rig more often when it does get
stuck on the bottom, I chooss Chwner
hooks because they are very sharp and
also very strong. ['ve had other hooks
break in half while 1 was reeling in a
hig btackfish.

ROD AND REEL

I want a od that has o st taper
and a sensitive tip. My blackfish rod is
custom made but 5t Crodx makes o
nice rod for around 80 bucks, My reel
iga Bhimano TLD-5, which are no
longer made. These are worichosse
reels and you can find them at flea
markets sometimes. ['ve caught 40-
pound yellowfin na on =1l'cbgar reel
withaout 4

I load my reel up with 30-pound
Hilver Th:ﬁd and I'm all set g gu. [
do not use the braided lines when I'm
fishing for Hackhsh because the water
is shallow and | can feel the fish biting
with no problem,

On = sad note, there is a big
demund for live blackfish and if you
ml:u i good leok at most of the other

shing the reef you can sec that
n]m—::ust every vessel has hoses pump-
ing salc water into tanks in order to
keep the fish alive and get top dollar
for them. T've noticed that even on a
lot of party boats there are dotng
the same T Th-:n: are o kot of fish-
ermen oot I.'.'hl.n]':mp; ghout fomorrow,
It's bud enough that there are roller
MEtters sconp up thousands of
pounds of bla c-_kfga]: on one ser. If we
don't do something now the blackfish
will become exrinet just as fast as the

whiting did. Protect and Conserve,

IN & OUT
RACKS/SLIPS
AVAILABLE
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Sea Hunt 20 Center Console
with 135 Mercury oufboard, Mo
faeback siearing, aeseled lvewed,
saltwater washdown,

na Flush Deck C
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301 Rie. 37 Easl, Pelican lsland,
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Save The Fisherman'

Keep your valobia how-fa, whana-ho
Fishareran issues for future referencs in fhase
nondsome, vinyl-covened, coball bius
bindans wilh gold embassed Rshetman logo,

Lessealed shyle holds 25 sswes per bindad,
pockod twe bindeis per box o haold one
complsta yaor of lsswas. They kook greal an o
Backebl in your den of olflce.

For immadicle dellvary cof:

| 732-295-8600 |
ortax 732-295-4162

o pand check of monsy oeder to!

ifisherman.

1622 Baaver Dam Poad, Polnl Pleasant, N Q8742
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